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Case Study: Retired Coal Miner Finds New Beginning
Rhonda Partin-Sharp was horror struck when she received the call from Adult Protective Services, informing her that they suspected her father was being abused. She had been removed from her elderly father’s life by his caretaker, a family member, a few years before. She had fought to see him to no avail – and now she knew why. All his money was gone, taken by his caregiver over the period of many months, while her father – and his home – literally deteriorated.
“When I got to his house I just couldn’t believe it. It was almost falling down,” she said. “The porch was rotting, and he couldn’t use the toilet because the floor had rotted away. He was in such bad shape and because of my health problems, I couldn’t help much.” 
Adult Protective Services suggested that Partin-Sharp call PWC to see if the home could be repaired. “It was in pretty bad shape,” said Modifications for Mobility Manager John Hay. “The bathroom was unusable; he had been using a bucket. The front porch was detaching from the house. It was so unsafe, and he was very frail. The whole situation was heart-breaking.” 

The toilet and bathroom were quickly repaired, a new porch was built, and an aluminum ramp was installed. Freezing rain and thick mud did little to stop PWC employees Sara Bougeois and Brad Staggs from quickly installing the lightweight ramp, which instantly gave Mr. Partin the ability to navigate the home with ease. 

“There are so many people who wouldn’t believe that someone in Cincinnati has these living conditions, but we see it all of the time,” said Bougeois. “He’s really a very sweet, proud person who has worked hard his whole life. You want to help.” 
A retired coal miner, Mr. Partin spent several weeks in the hospital this spring recovering from pneumonia, but is now well enough to sit on his new porch, ride his scooter down the ramp and out to occasional weekend visits to the local flea market – a hobby he treasures. 

“I built this porch myself 30 years ago. But the work they did was just as good, real professional,” he said with a smile on a bright spring morning. “I just didn’t know what to do (before PWC). I had nothing left. My wife was gone. My own (family) took from me. So I can’t believe that these folks took the time to help someone like me. They were out here in the rain. I’m grateful.” 

“PWC saved my father’s life,” said Partin-Sharp. “I’m sure of it.”
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